
CHICAGO
PACKING LIST

 ☐ If you are working with a pre-school, elementary school, or summer camp program, bring 

clothing and sneakers that you can run around with the kids in. Women, please make sure 

your shorts are finger-tip length or longer if you pack them!

 ☐ Comfortable walking shoes - you will be walking a lot in the city!

 ☐ At least 1 pair of work Clothes - long pants, close-toed shoes, and a shirt with sleeves

 ☐ Church clothes (if your group will be in town for a Sunday morning). Women can wear 

knee-length dresses/skirts or jeans with a nice shirt. Men can wear jeans with a nice shirt.

 ☐ Rain jacket/poncho

 ☐ Backpack

 ☐ Water bottle

 ☐ Bedding - sheets, blankets, pillows, etc. Most groups will also need to bring their own air 

mattresses. Please check in with the CSM Chicago directors about this. 

 ☐ Personal toiletries (towels, shampoo, soap, shower shoes, etc.). You will likely have to 

walk a few blocks to get to the shower locker rooms, so bring an extra bag for all of your 

shower necessities if you think you will need it! 

 ☐ Any kind of personal medication you may need. Your city host will have a small first aid 

kit on them, but anything more than that you will need to provide on your own! Our first 

aid kits include band-aids, alcohol wipes, ibuprofen, tums, anti-diarrheal medicine, cough 

drops, CPR masks, hand sanitizer, etc. 

 ☐ Bible, pen, and journal



 ☐ If you are coming in the summer, bring a bathing suit, as you may end up swimming with 

the summer camp you work with! Women must bring a one-piece suit, as requested by 

our camp partner sites. 

 ☐ Games to play during any free time you have in your schedule!

 ☐ Optional:

 ☐ Extension cords, power strips, chargers for your electronics

 ☐ Snacks for in-between meals

 ☐ Money for CSM t-shirts

 ☐ Paper towels (we do not provide these at CSM)

 ☐ Coffee, if you want something other than the Folgers that we provide at the housing site

Please come prepared for your service sites as detailed on the schedule you have been 

given ahead of time. Some of our ministry sites require specific types of clothing to be worn 

by volunteers (such as the work clothes described above), so please read your schedule 

thoroughly!

DO NOT BRING

• Tank tops, short shorts, two-piece bathing suits

• Valuable electronics (iPods, iPads, electronic games, etc.)

• Anything that is not replaceable or has significant value (jewelry, unique gifts from a loved 

one, even clothing that you are attached to, etc.)

• Large sums of money

• Drugs, alcohol, or tobacco products

• Bad attitudes! 


